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Michigan Brewery Information 

This reference is an accompaniment to the publication Michigan Beer Cans, that listing most every variation 

produced in our home state between 1935 until the mid-1970’s. This document provides brewery information 

and a number of newspaper advertisements used to help determine Michigan beer can production dates.  

The Michigan Beer Cans project was started in 2002, first photographing all Michigan beer cans in Randy’s 

personal collection (actually photographed THREE times, starting over due to better camera and better photo 

box configurations). The first Michigan specialist visit was to Chris Taylor in Ann Arbor, whom had been 

dumping/collecting cans with his father Michael for years. That one visit turned into something like six total 

visits, numerous discussions at beer can shows with Chris bringing more and more variations to be 

photographed, and countless emails and phone calls. It is Chris’ (and Dave Wheaton) extensive Michigan 

expertise and research which gives very high confidence the noted beer can production dates are accurate. 

Please see https://www.mbcinfo.com/MBC for complete and up-to-date details, both regarding freely 

viewable digital content as well as content available in real, hardbound printed book. 

Randy Karasek (RB #636) 

Chris Taylor (RB #417) 

 

Using This Reference  

Hopefully fairly simple, with each significant brewery started on its own page, with name and years of 

production. Each brewery will have a CanDB collage of all brands known to have been produced in beer cans, 

with the first production year listed underneath a given can image. Some brewers had either great in-house 

artists or good advertising firms, since a number of amazing advertisements were created, even starting in the 

1930’s many years pre-computer. We have attempted to include a good quantity both for accurate “was first 

available” dates as well as simply fun to look back at a different advertising world. 

 

 

© Copyright Randall Karasek 2002-2025 

This content is made freely available to all collectors, and may be copied in any form for private or shared 

usage, e.g. email, posting on forums, Facebook or others sites in the hobby. There is nothing “proprietary”, 

with this information, a collection of research across many resources to consolidate into a single readable 

document. A notation mentioning Michigan Brewery Information as the source for your information is 

requested but not mandated. This effort is 100% educational, zero monetary profit, and simply provided by a 

few collectors who maybe too obsessed with this crazy hobby! 

Collage images of a brewery’s set of beer cans with dates underneath produced by CanDB operating on Randy 

Karasek MBC content. Majority simply point/click/copy/paste, not a chance going to try this manually!  
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1 Introduction 

1.1 Dates for Michigan beer can production 

While some of you may have been alive in the 1930s-1940s and purchased some of these 

cans first hand, most of us need to do research regarding brewery and beer can history. The 

late Peter H Blum published the book “Brewed In Detroit – Breweries And Beers Since 

1830”. While it is Detroit centric, he does cover many other breweries within the state of 

Michigan. 

Peter Blum’s book is an absolute must read for any Michigan collector or frankly anyone 

interested in brewery history. Very well written, easy read, and fortunately still available! 

1.2 Brewery records 

Of course, the best way to authenticate dates would be access to brewery records. Brewers kept recorded details 

of everything, down to the barrels produced and ounces sold, since the IRS must ensure proper taxes are paid! 

However, chatting with Ed Stroh, when the Stroh brewery was acquiring brewers, full filing cabinets or 

libraries of information simply discarded to landfill. They weren’t historians, their purpose was to sell beer 

and make money. Unfortunately, few printed brewery records have survived. 

1.3 Newspaper advertisements 

The next best option is viewing old newspaper advertisements. While pictured cans are many times “artist 

renditions”, not actual photographs of real beer cans, they do often provide a very good estimate of when the 

brand was first marketed to the public. Within this document you will find copies of a number of newspaper 

ads provided by Chris Taylor research, and Randy countless “addicted hours” searching/pulling ads from 

www.newspaperarchive.com , www.newspapers.com and other sites. 

1.4 Other resources 

There are a number of web sites, such as Tavern Trove or Old Breweries that have good historical 

information. For American Can Company cans, Robert Porter’s research can identify exact date of the can 

design using a small symbol after the canning code. Dates were also borrowed from the Bible and Cone Top 

Bible if no others known. Finally, simply educated “best estimate” as discussed among Michigan collecting 

experts, often times “dumped alongside” other items that could be dated with a high degree of confidence 

1.5 Missing / Incorrect information 

As with any historical documentation, information may be missing or later found to be inaccurate. Please let 

us know if anything obvious missing/incorrect so can be fixed in a later revision. Happy Michigan reading… 

13

http://www.newspaperarchive.com/
http://www.newspapers.com/


2 Beer Can Production Limits / Requirements 

2.1 Restricted during World War II : 1942-1947 

In 1942, domestic beer can production stopped due to the “War Production Board Order M-81”, an effort to 

conserve metal for the United States war program. However, in 1944, the US military contracted with over 40 

of the largest breweries to produce beer in olive drab (OD) camouflage cans to be sent to troops all around the 

world. Beer cans didn’t become available again for civilian use until early 1947. Hard to believe searches have 

so far found zero advertisements of “We proudly support our US military”. All Michigan OD are dated 1944. 

       

2.2 Internal Revenue Tax Paid – Pre-March 1950 

As the saying goes “Only two certainties in life are death and taxes”, the US government made sure they “got 

theirs” as part of beer production. All beer produced was subject to taxes, and containers such as bottles and 

cans were required to carry the statement “Internal Revenue Tax Paid”. This requirement was dropped March 

1950, so clear year delimiter for IRTP versus non-IRTP cans. 

Note there are some exceptions with earliest beer cans not yet carrying this IRTP statement. Schmidts for 

example, we have dated their earliest cone top as 1941 though it does NOT carry this mandatory statement. 

Simply because the can has been dumped often with other items dateable around the same year, and the can is 

for certain many years pre-1950. 

2.3 Withdrawn Free Of Internal Revenue Tax 

One would think if the government contracted for WWII beer can production, 

they could have simply waived the IRTP. However, the IRS still existed, and 

some brewers used muddled statements stamped on their OD cans “Disregard 

Statement Withdrawn Free Of Internal Revenue Tax For Exportation 

Internal Revenue Tax Paid”. Lid on the left is on a Pfeiffer OD. 

Note that a few Michigan cans have “Withdrawn Free” that are not for WWII 

usage, but these must have been for exportation to nearby Canada. 
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2.4 Ban Of Metal Use For Beer Cans - 1942 

    

                       February 12, 1942                                     May 05, 1942 15



2.5 Ordered Not To Collect Cans – December 03, 1942 

 

2.6 Beer Cans Poised To Return – February 18, 1947 
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3 Robert Porter – American Can Company Research 

MPC Canning Code – Production Dates 

The following information is based on research of Robert Porter and Kevin Lilek, used with their permission. 

Randy only created an HTML page and the digital JPEG images based off handwritten canning code symbols 

shared at a Blue/Gray show. Robert was working on a BCCA article with details of how he determined the 

symbols to production year (really the year artwork was produced) 

Most canning companies producing beer cans will include a small "code" somewhere on the beer can sheet, 

indicating not only the manufacturer but possibly physical plant location, and in some cases the date/year, in 

which the can sheet was printed. American Can Company specifically provides all three pieces of information, 

at least for the time periods from 1935 through 1953. This code is also called an "MPC", or "Manufacturer's 

Printing Code". 

 

For many American Can Company cans, the text of "AM. CAN CO" will be printed very boldly, along with 

a small text code in the form of: 

A.C. CO [two-digit number] [A] [small symbol] 

The two-digit number represents a code of where the beer can sheet was physically printed, with the following 

table borrowed from Kevin Lilek's book "United States Beer Cans with Opening Instructions": 

 

 

The next part of the symbol always seems to be a constant "A". For example, "68 A", or sometimes with a 

dash, "68-A". Not sure if the "A" is yet another indication of "American" or was planned to vary depending 

on something such as manufacturing shift, or possibly a specific building if more than one plant in the same 

city, but "A" seems to be the only letter used. 

The final "small symbol" is more interesting, and through the research of Robert Porter indicates a calendar 

year in which the beer can sheet was produced. Actual beer production may slightly lag the artwork creation, 

for example, the 1946 codes were not filled until early 1947 when cans returned after WWII. 

 

The following symbols are digital creations and are at best close approximates to the actual printed canning 

code symbols. Even with high resolution digital cameras these actual printed symbols are difficult to represent! 
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After WWII and cans returned for civilian use 

 

Many thanks to Robert Porter (RIP) for the research on production dates and for Kevin Lilek publishing the 

production plant information. 
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3.1 Examples using American can MPC symbols – Chuck Starrett 

The following are great examples of applying the American Can Company MPC symbols to real Michigan 

beer cans. This is information provided by Chuck Starrett, December 19, 2024. As part of the MBC content 

update there were numerous email exchanges, one Ann Arbor get together, and two Zoom meetings between 

the four of Randy Karasek, Chris Taylor, Chuck Starrett and Dave Wheaton. 

 

Chuck’s Bantam 8oz review 

MBC Name Date Notes 

36-121 Bantam Ale (enamel) 1952 New can to MBC, rooster feathers with enamel paint. MPC 

Pi with two legs 

36-120.1 Bantam Ale (metallic) 1952 Rooster feathers metallic paint. MPC Pi with two legs 

36-120.2 Bantam Ale (metallic) 1953 Rooster feathers metallic paint. No code, Keglined box 

36-122 Bantam Beer 1949 MPC right angle 

36-124 Bantam Beer Extra Dry 1949 Missing from MBC review content. MPC right angle 

36-126.1 Bantam Beer 1953 Canning code 68-A, no MPC 

36-126.2 Bantam Beer 1952 MPC Pi with two legs 

36-126.3 Bantam Beer 1951 MPC Pi with one leg 

 

Chuck’s Gold Goebel Extra Dry review 

MBC Name Date Notes 

36-10.1 Right From The Cypress Casks. 

Withdrawn Free 

1948 Diamond with center dot and four outside dots 

36-11 Right From The Cypress Casks. 

IRTP 

1948 Diamond with center dot and four outside dots 

36-12 Right From The Cypress Casks. 

Non-IRTP 

1949 Right Angle  

36-13 Nationally Famous For Good 

Taste. Non-IRTP 

1949 Right Angle 

36-14 Nationally Famous For Good 

Taste. Non-IRTP 

1950 CCC but no can code MPC 
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3.2 “Five tooth seam” flat tops – Chuck Starrett 

Yes, teeth do matter!!! For these, best to show with pictures, provided by Chuck, December 19, 2024 

The first set are all “five tooth” seams, MPC two outside dots, top and bottom right. Dates artwork to 1946, 

production 1947, when cans available again to civilians after WWII. These are the earliest variations post war. 

   

The second set of pictures, same brands, have now switched to newer “straight” seams 

   

       20



3.3 “Seven tooth seam” cone tops – Dave Wheaton 

Of course, cone tops may have “toothed” seams as well, but a bit of flip/flop usage. The earliest 1930’s cans 

had “straight” seams. From 1940-1947 (includes the war years and cans reintroduced) both American and 

Continental can companies used “toothed” seams. Early 1948, went back to “straight” seams. The following 

shows age progression using the E&B Golden Bud Ale and Frankenmuth Air Free cones, oldest to newest.  

 

3.4 Cone necks also matter? Bulb or no bulb 

 

Note the two E&B Special, same can design but different spouts. The can on the left has earlier “bulb top” 

with small ridge below the cap. The can on the right the later, more traditional spout. 
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      1950                  1951 

 

         

 

The following is a collection of information with each brewery starting on its own page, some history text, a 

CanDB generated collage of the brands produced, and then numerous ads/info to explain assigned dates. 

Hope you enjoy… 
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4 Altes Brewing Company, Detroit : 1948-1954 

The Tivoli brewery was renamed Altes in 1948, likely due to the popularity of its Altes Lager brand. While 

Altes itself was acquired by National in 1954, the Altes brand name continued with National, then Carling, 

and finally with G Heileman. Altes itself took over the Aztec Brewing in San Diego 1948, closed it 1953. 

This cleanly defines all brands with the Altes Brewing Company mandatory to be between 1948 – 1954, 

earliest being the Altes crowntainer. Conversely, the red Altes Sportsman Ale trivia cans came out in 1954, 

their last year of brewing operations. Anything with brewery also San Diego limited to latest 1953. 

 

4.1 Tivoli Brewing changed to Altes Brewing – December 15, 1948 

 

Small blurb found in the Detroit Free Press, December 15, 1948. Not sure this enough time to have the Tivoli 

mandatory changed to Altes within the 1948 calendar year. Seems earliest Altes cans should be 1949 dates. 
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4.2 Altes Lager crowntainer (calendar) – 1948 

 

Tivoli or Altes? The rename didn’t happen until late 1948, but was Altes able to use the Tivoli crowntainer 

canning line “as is” and simply changed the beer can mandatory? 
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4.3 Altes Lager crowntainer (newspaper) – Mar 26, 1949 

 

First advertisement found showing the Altes Brewing Co, Detroit 14, and pictured with the Altes crown. There 

are some other ads dated 1948, but those are still Tivoli Brewing Co. We have dated the crown as 1948, but it 

may not have appeared until early 1959. 
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4.4 Altes Lager Beer – January 23, 1949 

 

First ad found listing the Altes Brewing Company, Detroit, Michigan. Note the label design which matches 

the earliest known cone tops and the only crowntainer with Altes, Detroit. While a bottle, not can, seems 

earliest for Altes cans would be 1949. Seems consistent with the chronology assumed about the beer cans. 
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4.5 Altes ABC Lager Beer – May 28, 1949 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wait a minute!!!  

Tivoli renamed Altes end of 1948, and 

earlier ad in January, 1949 shows the 

label found on the early Altes cones and 

only crowntainer. 

 

Now four months later the same bottle 

label, but the neck label has “ABC” and 

the ad clearly is hyping the ABC theme. 

 

Still no ads picturing beer cans found but 

sure seems like Altes marketing strategy 

a bit muddled here. 
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4.6 Altes ABC Lager Beer – August 13, 1949 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is going on here?  

This has even more differences than the 

first beer can design found on bottle labels 

on the previous pages.  

 

Note the “ABC” neck label and hard to 

view but bottom line has “Brewery Also 

At San Diego”. Also, the “A” above Altes 

has been replaced with a closed beer vat 

logo toward the bottom of the label. 

 

No known beer cans have this specific 

design, and why months later moving 

back to “ABC”? Even more muddled. 
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4.7 Altes ABC Lager Beer cone top – November 26, 1949 

 

Yeah, finally an ad with a beer can and listing the new Altes Brewing Company, Detroit. However, it pictures 

a cone top “ABC Altes” of which no known Detroit or San Diego of this design. The old Aztec Brewing in 

San Diego (owned by Altes years 1948-1953) did produce “ABC” cones, but not this design. 
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4.8 Altes Huge Sales Campaign – Feb 25, 1950 

 

4.9 Altes Brisk – May 20, 1950 
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4.10 Altes Brisk, May 30, 1950 

 

Could not find any ads showing the “Brisk” beer can, cone top or flat, but multiple examples showing the 

bottle with dates consistent with Altes new 1950 marketing campaign. 
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4.11 Altes Golden Lager (Enamel) – May 05, 1951 

 

First ad featuring the Golden Lager enamel as flat top, helping establish transition from cones to flats. Randy 

found this ad early in his searches but using the same keywords, NOT able to find this again!!! 
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4.12 Altes Golden Lager Aged Longer – May 24, 1952 

 

Unfortunately bottle, not can, but this still looks like the enamel can, just one line of text at the bottom 
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4.13 Altes Golden Lager Packaging (Enamel) – November 22, 1952 

 

Still the same enamel design, you can see the brown band at the bottom with brewery information. This picture 

has been included since shows the “E-Z-Kary Pak” for six pack of the flat top cans. 
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4.14 Altes Golden Lager (Metallic) – September 25, 1954 

While this only displays the bottle, note the label design 

change with now two lines of text under the dotted oval. 

The metallic version came out several years after the 

enamel variation. 

 

Additionally note the ad features both Golden Lager 

beer and Sportsman Ale. Assumption is this refers to 

the red Altes Sportsman Ale trivia can, not the green 

National Sportsman Ale can. 

 

Assuming the ad means the red, not the green 

   

but would it have broken the budget to show either of 

the cans ANYWHERE in any newspaper/magazine??? 
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4.15 Altes Sportsman Ale – April 10, 1954 

Thus far unable to locate a Sportsman Ale ad 

showing the red trivia can itself (or the later 

green), but this is representative of numerous ads 

that do mention the brand. National acquired 

Altes in 1954, but many ads can be found starting 

1954 and still advertising the Sportsman Ale 

brand available for sale into 1955. But, red or 

green? 

 

Too bad there is not a matching beer can for this 

double bock label. 
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4.16 Altes 7-11 Natural Brew – May 05, 1952 

 

Found no pictured can searching Michigan or California, but this showed in the Logansport-Pharos-Tribune 

of Logansport, Indiana! Fine print does have Altes Brewing Company – Detroit, Mich and San Diego. 
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4.17 Altes 7-11 Natural Brew – June 13, 1952 

 

Still mentions both Detroit, Mich and San Diego, Calif. Simply included since weeks of search finally 

uncovered several bottle ads in Indiana. Did they not want to sell this anywhere near the brewery? 
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4.18 Very little else for Seven / Eleven – 1952-1956 

 

From the Los Angeles Times, July 22, 1954. Makes 

sense they are advertising “Brewed in Detroit” since the 

San Diego plant closed in 1953. 

 

 

 

 

From the Palm Springs Desert Sun, December 22, 

1952. A separate public relations department for a 

brewery? 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Californian, August 14, 1953. Selling so 

well that inventory can’t be kept on the shelf!!! 

LOL…, at almost a full $1.00 (25%) discount. 

 

 

 

 

From the Decatur Daily Review, October 

05, 1956. No pictures. 

Decatur, Michigan is not even a city but 

just a “village”, with population of 1,664 

based on the 1950 census.  

 

Why did Altes brew/fill this “Seben Leben” beer? And why this type of terminology for a small farming area 

three hours from Detroit?  
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4.19 Altes retro labels – 2024 

Retro can and already two variations! The 

left version has four lines of text, gold/red 

starting in German. The right version same 

four lines, but now red/gold and starting 

with English. 
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5 Bosch Brewing Company, Houghton : 1934-1973 

In 1952, to unveil their first beer in cans, Bosch ran a series of full-page 

ads in local newspaper over consecutive weekends showing a single side 

of their new can. The following is a digital consolidation by Chris Taylor 

to better view all three. This clearly defines the white Bosch as 1952. 

 

 

 

5.1 Bosch White - June/July 1952 
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5.2 Bosch White Packaging – December 18, 1953 

 

Cool ad to see both the beer can and bottle AND the packaging in which both were distributed!!! 
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5.3 Bosch Beer – August 11, 1955 

 

Shows both the gold “Bosch Beer” flat and six pack packaging 
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5.4 Bosch Beer – May 27, 1958 

 

Still Bosch Beer, included to show both the cool ad, packaging, and still same design into 1958 
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5.5 Bosch Bock – March 07, 1956 

 

Note the artist depicts both bottles and cans! While there are no known “Bosch Bock” beer cans, there are 

examples of the gold Bosch flat top with “Bock” stamped on the top lid. This would make those stamps legit. 

Similar ads can be found spring of 1954 – 1957 across Michigan, Minnesota and Wisconsin 
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5.6 Bosch Beer – Bock and Strong stamped on the lid 

Companion to the previous page, no Bosch Bock cans are known, but there is the uncommon normal gold can 

with Bock on the lid. The following are lids of some Chuck Starrett Bosch cans, one “bock” plus two “strong”. 

    

        
   

 

The cardboard holder unfortunately bottles not cans, but clearly shows that Bosch used existing “Beer” items.  
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5.7 Gilt Edge Premium Beer – July 28, 1966 

 

  

  

  

Not pictures with the beer can, but the only   

label style ad found announcing Gilt Edge 
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5.8 Bosch Premium, January 17, 1968 

 

Hard to confirm from the picture but appears early style small ring pull tab top. Note this ad ran as a very 

narrow tall strip, Randy split into two parts so better able to display larger size. 

5.9 The end of the Bosch brewery – September 28, 1973 

From Wikipedia: In the early 1970’s Bosch was unable to compete with the larger breweries of Detroit, 

Milwaukee and St Louis. On September 28, 1973 the last keg of Bosch beer was delivered to Schmidt’s Corner 

Bar in Houghton and the trademarks sold to Jacob Leinenkugel Brewing Company of Chipped Falls, WI. 
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6 Carling Brewing Company, Frankenmuth : 1956-1976 

Carling was one of three brewers in the city of Frankenmuth, 

supplementing their larger location in Cleveland, Ohio. Most cans 

with the Frankenmuth mandatory are not rare, but they are far less 

common than the equivalent from Cleveland.  

They definitely brewed quantity over those years, since numerous 

minor variations and plants added/closed in other cities/states.  

St Louis 1954-1957, Belleville 1954-1975, Natick 1956-1975, 

Atlanta 1958-1973, Tacoma 1958-1975, Baltimore 1961-1975, 

Fort Worth 1964-1966, and Phoenix 1964-1966 

Since Carling took ownership of the previous International Breweries end of November, 1956, the earliest flat 

top can’t be before 1957. And with St Louis going under in 1957, the order/dates of the cans must be: 

1. Five cities: Frankenmuth, also Cleveland, Belleville, St. Louis, Natick    (1957) 

2. Four cities: Frankenmuth, also Cleveland, Belleville, Natick      (St Louis removed 1958) 

3. Five cities: Frankenmuth, also Cleveland, Atlanta, Belleville, Natick   (1958) 

4. Seven cities: Atlanta, Baltimore, Belleville, Cleveland, Frankenmuth, Natick, Tacoma  (1961) 

5. Eight cities:  Atlanta, Baltimore, Belleville, Cleveland, Fort Worth, Frankenmuth, Natick, Tacoma 

6. Nine states: AZ, GA, IL, MD, MA, MI, OH, TX, WA   (max locations 1964) 

7. Eight states: AZ, GA, IL, MD, MA, MI, OH, WA   (Texas removed 1967) 

8. Seven states: GA, IL, MD, MA, MI, OH, WA    (Arizona removed 1967) 
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6.1  Takeover of Frankenmuth – November 30, 1956 

   

As documented above, the Carling Brewing of Cleveland acquired the former Frankenmuth Brewery which 

itself had been purchased by International Breweries just one year prior. Assuming some months of lead time 

to update/change equipment, that would put the first Carling flat top brands with Frankenmuth in 1957. 
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6.2 Black Label and Red Cap Ale – March 01, 1957 

 

 

 

While bottles advertised, this is the early style green label with jockey and the “fancy scripted B and L” found 

on the earliest of the Frankenmuth Black Label and green Carling. Both these flat top cans thus 1957.  
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6.3 Frankenmuth Bock – February 02, 1961 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bummer no can or bottle pictured. This ad appeared in the Cassopolis Vigilant. Randy grew up in Dowagiac 

that just few miles drive over. Both cities nearly three-hour drive (today’s highways) from Frankenmuth, 

interesting advertised such a long distance from the brewery. Nate’s Beverage was well known in our small 

Dowagiac town… 

Searches for a Bock ad in Ohio resulted in nothing…but it is that “state down south”       
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6.4 Carling Black Label – Fancy letters – January 06, 1962 

 

Not clear exact date they switched from the fancy “B & L” to the newer scripted, but at least this artist rendering 

still uses the older style. 
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6.5 Carling Red Cap Ale – March 02, 1962 

 

This is the newer yellow label, gone is the jockey and replaced with simple “red cap”. Would put the equivalent 

yellow beer can design starting 1962. Could not find an ad for Frankenmuth, only Cleveland. 
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6.6 Black Label flat – Seven cities – May 28, 1963 

 

Near the end of this run, still flat top, seven cities listed, before they added Forth Worth in 1964 
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6.7 Black Label in new zip top – June 10, 1963 

 

Notice the “B” and “L” on the packaging appears to be the earlier “fancy” with larger curl and flatter extension 

at bottom of the letters. The older style only came in flat tops. The newer “scripted B and L” on the cans in 

this ad is found on both the flats and zips/tabs. Consistent with other breweries using the new lid design.  
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6.8 Black Label zip top (color) – Summer 1964 

 

Looks great in full color! This ad is dated summer 1964 and notice TWO different lid styles in the same ad! 

Middle is “Gen 4” vintage to roll the top cutting edge of the tab, the bottom right is “Gen 5” vintage, all edges 

rounded/smoother to help avoid the bloody fingers. 
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6.9 Black Label silver Tankard – June 25, 1969 

 

This provides at least 1969 as the production date of the silver tankard without the “from Carling” within the 

red square. The “from Carling” added to include extra “who is this brewed by” for other Carling plants, but no 

such 16oz Tankard filled at Frankenmuth with “from Carling” is currently known/photographed. 
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6.10 Black Label silver Tankard (color) – 1969 

 

Full color similar to previous. This version it is clear there is the newer “from Carling” text within the red 

square. Now to locate such a 16oz example from Frankenmuth! Per Dave Wheaton he had both 16’s at one 

time but well before digital cameras. 
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6.11 Black Label Export – 1971 

 

Atlanta, GA; Baltimore, MD; Belleville, ILL; Frankenmuth, MICH; Natick, MASS; Tacoma, WASH. While 

multiple cities are listed, this label has been confirmed to have been brewed/packed at Frankenmuth per former 

plant manager Wallace Weiss. 
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6.12 Black Label pull tab – May 24, 1972 

 

Newer style with the Black Label Lager Beer, “crown” above the usual angled rectangle, and standard 197x 

pull tab. Note the Michigan 10 cents return empty policy was signed into law 1976, not in effect until 1978. 
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7 Copper Country Brewing Company, Hancock : 1953-1954 

Operated little over one year, so clear production dates. The “DNCMT 3.2%” was likely produced for sales in 

nearby Wisconsin or Minnesota. The former A. Haas brewery renamed to Copper Country. We can only 

speculate reason for the variation with “green finger nail polish”. Very crudely done and NOT a fake since a 

handful of examples have been dumped. Likely they re-used existing blank sheets previously intended for MN 

but didn’t sell well, and distributed locally to save $$$. Michigan never had such an alcohol requirement. 

 

7.1 New Copper Club Pilsner Beer – February 12, 1954 

 

Too bad the cone top not pictured, but many collectors would gladly pay 79 cents for a six pack or $3.00 for 

an entire case of these rare Copper Club cone tops. Of course $3 in 1954 equates to $35.19 in 2024 adjusted. 
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7.2 Haas renamed Copper Country – August 08, 1953 

 

7.3 Copper Country sold – September 09, 1954 

 

Can’t be any clearer than the above, Copper Country purchased the old Haas Brewery August 1953, and just 

barely a year later sold the business September 1954. Smaller market and short time frame, these beer can 

examples are not easy to acquire. 
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8 Drewrys Brewing Company, Detroit : 1965-1972 

Actually, Associated Brewing Company DBA “Doing Business As” Drewrys Ltd. While Associated’s 

headquarters were located in Detroit, items carrying the “Drewrys Ltd., Detroit, Mich” mandatory are 

somewhat difficult to find. Their only beer can is the red/gold/white shield can, super common from South 

Bend or Illinois, a very tough can listing Detroit, and a variation rarely dumped. 

 

1965 
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8.1 Drewrys Muskegon ad – April 20, 1967 

 

Would really like to find an ad with the Detroit beer can itself, but this is representative of the time frame. This 

is from the Muskegon Chronicle, and definitely long distance from both Detroit and South Bend. A number of 

ads are found listing South Bend but published in newspapers far north such as Flint. Hard to read but the 

packaging is promoting their “Glass Cans”. Nothing to do with Michigan, just a cool ad. 
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8.2 Drewrys 12oz Peel-Top cans – June 25, 1965 

 

From the Lansing State Journal. While doesn’t state the brewery location, this is definitely the Detroit can 

design and correct time frame. Love the term “peel-top” cans. While the can has “Brewed and Packed By 

Drewrys Ltd, Detroit, Mich”, this is definitely an Associated Brewing owned brand. 
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9 Ekhardt Becker Brewing Company, Detroit : 1933-1962 

 

Items began carrying the “E&B” mandatory in 1944. E&B absorbed the 

Schmidt brewery in 1952, and E&B itself was acquired by Pfeiffer in 1962 

as part of the newly formed “Associated Brewing Company”.  

Thus, anything with Ekhardt Becker must be between 1933-1944, anything 

with just the more modern E&B from 1944-1962 

 

 

 

Note: The final two labels, the 1964 red/black/gold Schmidt’s zip/fan, have the E&B mandatory but since EB 

ceased in 1962, obviously must have been from Associated Brewing DBA. 
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9.1 Purchase of Regal Brewing – October 23, 1941 

 

This article included simply because of the E&B association with the old Regal Brewing Company. Newspaper 

search finds almost nothing with respect to Regal. 
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9.2 E&B Golden Bud – October 26, 1940 

 

Would have been great to see this ad in full color, not black/white 
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9.3 E&B Special – May 17, 1940 

 

Nice reference to the “Cap-Sealed Cans” 
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9.4 E&B Golden Bud and Special – 1940 

 

Validates that the Golden Bud Ale and Special Beer produced concurrently in 1940. 
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9.5 E&B Light Lager – September 10, 1947 

 

First post WWII brand. Still trying to find an ad with the beer can, but there are many ads mentioning the Light 

Lager brand earliest seems March, 1947. I have included this from September, 1947 simply because I like this 

one. Should date the E&B Light Lager cone first available 1947. 
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9.6 E&B Premium – May 28, 1948 

 

Again, can’t find ad with the beer can, but there are numerous ads 1948 advertising the “Premium” brand. This 

should date the E&B Premium cone first available 1948 
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9.7 E&B Brew “103” – April 15, 1952 

 

While the ad shows the Brew “103” bottle, assumption the can introduced same year. This is the flat top design, 

never produced as a cone top, and should date the E&B Brew 103 flat first available 1952. 
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9.8 E&B Brew “103” Light – November 14, 1957 

 

Newer label now adding “Light Beer” to the “Brew 103” brand. Note the Schmidt’s on the left now carrying 

what looks like the Superman “S” flat top logo, but the wording to its right has “No Sugar, No Glucose Added” 
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9.9 Schmidt’s Superman – September 05, 1958 

 

Can’t find an ad with the beer can, but this is the label with the “Superman” S-logo and they have revived “The 

Natural Brew” slogan as found on the can. Many repeats of this exact ad over 1958-1959. 
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9.10 The end of E&B Brewing Company – September 06, 1962 

 

The original ad was a tall, skinny column, Randy simple edited for the book 
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10 Food City Brewing Company, Battle Creek : 1933-1942 

The history of this brewery is murky, associated with the much larger Manhattan Brewing Company of 

Chicago, IL. It is questionable if these were actually filled in Battle Creek or simply marketed? There are four 

variations documented with MBC, one two-panel OI, two four-panel OI, and an example from this brewery 

with the Food City information blackened paint over displaying Manhattan Brewing. 

 

1937 

 
1938 
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10.1 Food City Brewing Company photo 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

February 01, 1934 

Hard to read but only mentions bottles and kegs, which does make sense since 

the Krueger introduction of those new-fangled “Special” flat tops was just 

months earlier. The Old Gold cans did not appear until 1937-1938 
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10.2 Food City into bottles – April 21, 1934 
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10.3 Still in bottles – June 08, 1934 
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11 Fox Deluxe Brewing Company, Grand Rapids : 1940-1951 

Operated for eleven years but little information found online. A variety 

of highly collectible cans were produced, cones and flats, including a 

very rare OD camouflage can for WWII. 

Michigan specialist Kevin Foley published a great article in the BCCA 

magazine, 2004, August/September, that provides details and pictures 

of tough breweriana items. 
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11.1 Fox De Luxe Beer – August 8, 1939 

 

While “72 Grandville Ave” is indeed a Grand Rapids address, note the “Fox De Luxe Beer Distributing Co”, 

not “Brewing”. This must be the Chicago version whose label was the first generation filled in Grand Rapids. 

So many ads early 1940’s showing the brand in 12oz and quart bottles, yet to find any with beer cans. 
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11.2 Fox De Luxe Beer – December 17, 1939 

 

Still Chicago, not Grand Rapids, but nice ad showing the Fox design team not completely without talent 
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11.3 Fox De Luxe – Now In Michigan – April 24, 1941 

 

Bottle not can, but at least lists the Grand Rapids location spring 1941. Reading this ad details, earliest would 

have been distributed should be 1941 
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11.4 Fox De Luxe Beer – October 31, 1947 

 

Ad with the Grand Rapids, Michigan location 
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11.5 The New Fox Deluxe – September 20, 1948 

 

Not clear what is “new”, seems same beer label as previous year. Where are the dang beer cans??? 
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11.6 Fox Deluxe Alpine – June 16, 1950 

 

Finally, some beer can love. This ad ran for several months earlier showing just the three bottles, but in this 

one the graphic designer shifted them a bit and added picture of the Alpine beer can! 
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11.7 Fox Deluxe Patrick Henry – May 20, 1949 

 

Can’t yet find the beer cans advertised, but this corresponds to the brown (IRTP) and green Patrick Henry cans 
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11.8 Fox Deluxe Patrick Henry – August 18, 1949 

 

This corresponds to the Magistrate beer can. Multiple ads run concurrently asking “which is your favorite” 

between the three, showing Fox Deluxe was producing the labels same time period 
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11.9 Ad with Fox Deluxe and Patrick Henry – February 04, 1950 

 

A bit hard to read, but trucks advertise both Fox Deluxe and Patrick Henry 
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11.10 End of Fox Deluxe : Grand Rapids – December 14, 1951 
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12 Frankenmuth Brewing Company, Frankenmuth : 1933-1954 

Operated for several decades but hard to search for information since appears now home of the modern 

Frankenmuth micro-brewery. A range of nice beer cans produced, from pre-war cones to post-war flats. 
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12.1 Frankenmuth Dog Gone Good – August 19, 1948 

 

These are the “Dog Gone Good” and “Old English Brand Ale” bottles, but where are the can pictures? 
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12.2 Frankenmuth Bock – March 15, 1951 

 

Too bad this goat design never made it onto a beer can 
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12.3 Frankenmuth Nut Brown Bock - March 1954 

 

Great to see ad showing the bock beer can! 
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12.4 Frankenmuth Mellow Dry – August 02, 1951 
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12.5 Frankenmuth Mel-O-Dry – April 13, 1955 

 

How did this ad show up while I was searching for National Brewing ads??? The newspaper archives are great, 

but software is deterministic, how can the same keywords entered on different days get different results? 
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13 Geyer Brothers Brewing Company, Frankenmuth : 1949-1986 

Operated under the name Geyer Brothers for number of years yet only produced three beer can designs carrying 

the Geyer Brothers mandatory, and only the Frankenmuth Light was ever filled, and even then only 368 cases 

in 1974. The Frankenmuth Dark and Geyer’s Lager cans were never sold to the public. 
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14 Goebel Brewing Company, Detroit : 1873-1964 

 

Operated in some form from 1873 to 1964, other than closed during 

prohibition, until acquired by Strohs in 1964. Goebel and Stroh 

become major competitors in the state and had brew houses facing 

each other across Gratiot Avenue. There is an entire chapter 

dedicated to Goebel in Peter Bluhm’s book. 

So many different beer cans produced, pre-WWII, OD, cones, flats, 

tabs, 8oz, rare 11oz, many 12oz through 16oz (no quarts). There is 

a large amount of breweriana advertisement pieces. 
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14.1 Goebel German Eagle - November 11, 1937 

 

Note the earlier style German eagle. This was later changed to the more modern American eagle with the 

Goebel Gold Label brand due to negative publicity during WWII. 
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14.2 Goebel German Eagle – October 10, 1936 
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14.3 Goebel German Eagle – August 13, 1936 

 

Multiple ads, same brand, since a rare can and the copper minty really pops! 
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14.4 Goebel Gold Label – August 9, 1939 

 

Note the ad mentions “export” and “E-Z to carry 12 and 24 can cartons”. So far unable to find any ads that 

actually show the packaging other than bottle carriers. And where was the “Export” going? Likely Canada. 
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14.5 Goebel Gold Label – August 08, 1941 

 

Same American eagle for years, slightly different side panels 
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14.6 Goebel Gold Label – September 17, 1941 

 

Simply cool to see an early ad with some color. Strange though not a Sunday ad, but instead Wednesday 
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14.8 Goebel Extra Dry - 1948 

   

All breweries likely sent colorful annual reports to their shareholders, so few documents survive today 

14.9 Goebel Extra Dry – 8oz Bantam or 12oz – 1950 
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14.10 Goebel Bantam - July 1, 1950 

 

For so many Goebel 8oz brands, ads featuring the actual cans are very hard to find in Michigan papers 
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14.11 Goebel Bantam – 1950 

 

Goebel President Edwin Anderson, holds one of the new 8oz Goebel cans in a 1950 publicity photo. Image 

borrowed from Mark Benbow’s Rusty Cans website. 

14.12 Goebel Bantam 8oz – February 06, 1951 
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14.13 Goebel Bantam – January 20, 1951 
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14.14 Goebel Bantam – Old Original – July 20, 1951 

 

Note this is the rare green Goebel Old Original Ale. This seems clear was filled as early as 1951 
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14.15 Goebel Private Stock 22 – March 24, 1951 
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14.16 Goebel 22 – January 15, 1952 

 

114



14.17 Goebel 22 – Family Pak – September 15, 1954 
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14.18 Goebel Bantam – Nationally Famous – September 22, 1954 

 

Nice to see the “Luxury Pak” packaging for the Nationally Famous 
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14.19 Goebel Luxury – July 26, 1955 

 

The original ad ran as a tall vertical strip. Randy has split into three pieces and increased size of the text area 

to make it somewhat readable in smaller paper book size. 
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14.20 Goebel PS22 – King Size – 1956 

 

Chris finally found a 16oz Goebel ad, and it is the ultra-rare red/gold enamel half quart! 
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14.21 Goebel PS22 Crystilled – July 23, 1957 
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14.22 Goebel Crystilled Beer – May 24, 1960 

 

  

120



14.23 Some miscellaneous other Goebel brands  

Strange that Goebel did such a good job newspaper advertising 1930-1950’s but with later brands few and far 

between, and Chris able to find just some store/distributor mentions. 
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14.24 Goebel Guinness – June 01, 1955 
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14.25 Guinness First Time In America – April 25, 1955 
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14.26 Goebel Guinness Bottles – July 17, 1956 

 

Note the original ad ran as a tall/skinny strip, edited to show the pieces side-by-side for better book format. 

This ad ran for many months, but depicted only bottles, why no love for beer cans! 
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14.27  Goebel Guinnes Ale and Beer – 1956-1957 

 

 

Can you help fill in the missing lot/vat numbers? Per the Lewandowski brothers, all numbers were accounted 

for at one time. Also, would really love to find any advertisements that show Guinness beer cans pictured. 

14.28 Guinness Beer or Ale – February 10, 1956 

  

From the Times: Munster, Indiana 
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14.29 Oakland plant closing – January 17, 1957 

 

14.30 Muskegon plant closing – September 26, 1957 
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14.31 End of Goebel Detroit – April 1964 

     

 

Handful of articles different newspapers April 1964. This means anything with the Goebel mandatory after 

1964 must be Stroh DBA 
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14.32 Goebel Real Draft Beer – June 30, 1966 

 

Note the newer aluminium, taller can which would likely have the “drawn rocket bottom” 
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14.33 Goebel Golden Light Lager – October 1968 

 

Earliest mention of “Light Lager”, all other ads during this time period are of the “Real Draft” 

129



14.34 Goebel Golden Light Lager – April 11, 1970 

 

Stroh purchased Goebel April 1964, yet many later years still carried the “Goebel Brewing, Detroit” 

mandatory. At least this ad does mention Stroh 
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15 A. Haas Brewing Company, Hancock : 1942-1952 

The city of Hancock is located north end of a short bridge spanning an inlet from Lake Superior emptying into 

Portage Lake, with city of Houghton just across the bridge on the south end. Strange the Hancock brewery 

address is also listed as “Atlantic & 600 Emma Streets”, so must have been renamed and/or minor relocation.  

The only cans produced are Copper Club cone tops, and brewery renamed Copper Country in 1952. 
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16 A. Haas Brewing Company, Houghton : 1933-1942 

The Houghton brewery remained active/listed during Prohibition which makes it an oddity, likely producing 

“near beer” during that period. Only one beer can brand produced, Haas with large red oval, but three variations 

of the “water” statement above the red oval. Address listed as “Atlantic & 600 Emma Streets”. Looks like the 

lakefront building was demolished after the company moved across the short bridge to Hancock. 

 

16.1 Haas LP – November 12, 1937 
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16.2 Haas LP – December 12, 1937 
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16.3 Haas LP – July 08, 1938 

 

16.4 Haas LP – July 22, 1938 

 

The beer can photos in the above Haas ads are indeed hard to read, but at least they are trying to promote their 

brand with 1930’s technology, and frankly a more attractive design than much larger Fox Deluxe… 
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17 Honer Brewing Company, Battle Creek : 1940-1943 

Previously the Silver Foam Brewing Company, 66 S McCamly St, 1938-1940. Renamed the Honer Brewing 

Company. Only one brand produced, Honer’s, in both J-spout and HP variations. Both very rare in top 

condition, and a 1+ J-spout could not be located during the years of MBC photography. 

 

17.1 Quit until war’s end – January 02, 1943 

 

Unfortunately, Honer never reopened 

  135



18 International Brewing Company, Frankenmuth : 1955-1956 

Operated just over one short year, so any cans carrying this mandatory pretty clear date produced. Frankenmuth 

Brewing shareholders sold in 1955 to a newly formed corporation International Breweries Inc, and after just 

one year, sold the Frankenmuth brewery plant to Carling’s of Canada. 

 

 

18.1 International / E&B lawsuit – September 30, 1956 
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18.2 Frankenmuth Mel-O-Dry – June 08, 1955 
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18.3 Frankenmuth Beer and Ale “New Look” – July 20, 1955 
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18.4 Frankenmuth Genuine Bock – March 14, 1956 
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19 Menominee Brewing Company, Menominee : 1933-1961 

Note: Full name is “Menominee-Marinette Brewery Company” but so dang long.. 

Would be great to include some additional advertisements since little can be found about brewery details. 

Especially would be great to see ads for the Big Mac! 

 

19.1 Menominee Silver Cream cones – 1953 
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19.2 Menominee Champion – May, 1941 

  

                            Left: May 03, 1941                                                    Right: August 10, 1941 
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19.3 Menominee Champion – May, 1941 

 

Nice to see the packaging included in the ad and the holiday still called “Decoration Day” 

142



19.4 Menominee Champion – May 22, 1948 

 

While brewed and filled in Menominee, this ad helps show that the breweries did distribute their beer to other 

states. This example, sold in Appleton, Wisconsin 

 

143



19.5 Menominee Champion – August 16, 1950 

 

Should be the rare non-IRTP variation, since the government requirement was dropped in March 1950. This 

ad also confirms the Champion cone was filled for many years, and well as this ad in a Wisconsin newspaper 
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19.6 Menominee Bock Beer – March 16, 1950 

 

No Menominee Bock beer cans known, but an interesting ad of what could have been 
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19.7 Silver Cream Cream cones – June 17, 1955 

 

Terrible picture but shows the cone tops were still available as late as 1955 and still using slogan “sanitary cap 

sealed cans” 

19.8 At least Big Mac mentioned – September 1959 

 

 

No idea if bottles or cans, but these appeared September 11 and September 17, 1959 
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19.9 Big Mac Nationally Advertised – February 24, 1961 

 

What is this? Says “Big Mac Nationally Advertised By Silver Cream”? Unfortunately, the keywords “big 

mac” match so many items across so many states. Did you know McDonalds has a burger of this name?       

Summary: There are many unused bottle labels for the Big Mac, and the few ads found may be only 

mentioning the bottles for sale. Was the can a commemorative one-off only for the bridge opening (Nov 1957) 

or did Menominee see the wide acceptance of this many years anticipated UP/LP connector and attempt to 

market on its success? Until there is clear documentation found, we have stamped the can as “ca 1958” 
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20 National Brewing Company, Detroit : 1954-1973 

In 1954, the National Brewing Company expanded outside Maryland by purchasing a controlling interest in 

the Altes Brewing Company of Detroit. By that time, National was brewing 1,000,000 barrels annually at its 

Baltimore plant, with the Altes acquisition providing an additional 800,000 barrels of capacity. 

Two years later, in 1956, National purchased the Marlin Brewing Co of Orlando, Florida, so that provides 

clear timeline for addition of Orlando to the brewery mandatory. The Miami, Florida plant and brands 

purchased in 1961, and last purchase was Carling’s Phoenix, Arizona plant in 1966. 
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20.1 National Purchases Altes / Renamed 

 
September 21, 1954 

 

   

                  January 26, 1955                     January 27, 1955 

 

National certainly produced many different brands, carrying on the Altes label, many varieties of the National 

Bohemian and Mr Boh, crazy numbers of Colt and Colt 45, and even the very hard to find “Draft” in both 12oz 

and gallon. Some collectors have even specialized in just National cans!!! 
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20.2 Altes Golden Lager – November 27, 1954 
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20.3 Introduction to Michigan – February 21, 1955 
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20.4 National Bohemian Pale Beer - 1955 

 

This would look very sharp in full color! 

20.5 National Brewing Buys Marlin Firm – January 14, 1956 

 

Any can which includes the Orlando plant must be 1956 or later 
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20.6 Happy Thanksgiving – November 24, 1955 

 

Nice ad and “The National Brewing Company Of Michigan” 
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20.7 National Bohemian Six Cans – September 24, 1956 

 

Nice cans packaging, but they couldn’t let a can itself peek out of the cardboard??? 
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20.8 Altes confusion – Sold in California??? - November 15, 1956 

 

How to understand the next set of ads. Above from the “Pacifica Tribune – November 15, 1956 – page 11”. 

Pacifica California is just a few short miles southwest of San Francisco, CA. 

The Tivoli brewery was renamed Altes in 1948. Altes did have a brewery in San Diego, CA, very far south of 

San Francisco, but that San Diego brewery was open only 1948-1953. Altes itself was acquired by National in 

1954. Thus, both the Detroit and San Diego Altes were long gone by end of 1956. 

There is no “Altes Eastern Lager”, dang hole punches but that is an “Altes Golden Lager”. Yes, National 

carried over the Altes label well into the 1960’s (e.g. the famous long “A” variation) so this should be the red 

Altes Golden Lager filled by National and correct time frame, but why the heck across the country in CA??? 

 

The below ad then found in the “Pacifica Tribune – February 02, 1957 – page 12”. They have improved the 

text to state these are “Eastern” brands, and this one clearly is the red “Altes Golden Lager” brand. 

 

But…. What is that “Sportsman Ale” advertised below both Golden Lager??? See the next page… 
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Sportsman Ale sold in California? Current understanding is Altes Brewing filled the red Sportsman Ale trivia 

cans only in 1954, their last year of operation before being acquired by Carling. However, advertisements can 

be found for the Altes Sportsman Ale (no cans pictured though) well into 1955 around the Detroit area. 

Is this the Altes Sportsman Ale red trivia can, or possibly the green National Sportsman Ale? The red can 

has the Altes mandatory, the green can has National. Found in a November 1956 ad so must be the green can? 

 

 

The above ad is found across multiple months, June 20, 1956; June 27, 1956, July 18, 1956; September 19, 

1956; October 3, 1956, October 17, 1956; October 31, 1956, November 7, 1956 and newest January 23, 

1957!!! All those ads/dates from the “Daily Independent Journal”, San Rafael, California, a small town north 

of San Francisco, CA! 

Note in the above there is no confusion, this is the “National Brewing Co, Detroit, Mich”. 

How could the Altes Sportsman Ale, supposedly filled only in 1954 as last gasp of the Altes Brewing Company 

still be found 1000’s of miles across the country in California ads into 1959??? Question is this really the red 

Altes Sportsman or the green National Sportsman. 

Or, was National DBA as Altes and/or trying to dump remaining Altes Sportsman Ale stock? Filled in 1954 

but consumed in 1959, would that make the drinker an Iron Guts member? Regardless, how did this get sold 

2,000 miles after from Detroit? And if really should be the green can, why CA? I re-read Peter Bluhm’s info 

and it does discuss Altes failed San Diego venture, but nothing on National trying to market to CA. 

And not letting this end here, see the next page.. 
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The above found in the “Daily Independent Journal” – May 23, 1956. Again San Rafeal, CA. Clearly states 

National Brewing Co, Detroit. However, note the line “Just arrived, 1 solid carload”. Pretty sure this would 

have been a full railroad car, which would be a lot of cans. 

 

 

And another, “Pacifica Tribune – November 20, 1956. Still no mention of Detroit or National? 
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20.9 National Bohemian Light Beer – May 23, 1957 

 

Per the ad, “Even the new can has a light look about it” 
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20.10 National Bohemian – New “Zip Top” – July 01, 1963 

 

“The National Brewing Co., Baltimore, MD – Other Plants: Detroit, Mich – Miami, Fla”. While not a Detroit 

mandatory advertisement, this is consistent with cans that are filled by Michigan. Plus, the ad shows from 

Baltimore but zip top lid picture listing the “Miami, Florida” location! 
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20.11 Colt 45 Malt Liquor – November 07, 1963 

 

Can’t see the exact type/generation, but that is definitely a zip tab! 
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20.12 National Bohemian Light Beer – White – March 1965 

   

 

 

 

 

 

This ad shows the National transition can from the red/gold design to the newer white light beer design, 

sometimes called a “chevron pattern”. No known transition cans are known filled at Detroit, and until Chuck 

Starrett graciously shared pictures of his all-white can, I had never seen this variation! Would be 1955-1956 

since has newer style ring pull, not zip, not fan tab. 
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20.13 National “Draft” – October 15, 1965 

 

Not the can but helps date when the “Draft” came on the scene. The Detroit gallon is definitely hard to find, 

but the 12oz “Draft” with Detroit mandatory recently closed in 2024 auction for a $16,000 hammer price! 
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20.14 National “Draft” gallon – Michigan’s only 

   

The only gallon carrying a Michigan mandatory of Detroit, Mich. Note there is a later advertisement showing 

the Pfeiffer gallon with Evansville, Indiana mandatory but the ad in fine print lists “Pfeiffer Brewing Co, 

Detroit, Mich”.  
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20.15 Altes Golden Lager Fassbier - 1968 

 

Full color!!! 
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20.16 Colt 45 Malt Liquor 16oz – January 11, 1968 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This ad has been included for three reasons: 

 

1) So few 16oz advertised, just one ad for Goebel 

2) The date of early 1968, likely filled in 1967 

3) Not certain, but I don’t see the silver outline 
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20.17 Colt 45 Malt Liquor 12oz – 1969 
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20.18 Colt 45 Malt Liquor 16oz – 1964 Superbowl 

 

16oz pints, notice the lid stamp and early non-zip style 
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20.19 Colt 45 Malt Liquor 16oz – 1967 

 

This ad was run in print as a tall skinny format. Randy grabbed and reformatted the three pieces to better show 

zoomed. Have to love the artist’s addition of the “on/off” switch! 
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20.20 Colt 45 Malt Liquor 16oz – 1969 

 

Lots of searching, but could only find “Malt Liquor”, none with “Stout Malt Liquor” 
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20.21 End of National Brewing Michigan – 1973 

The following is from Peter Blum’s book “Brewed In Detroit”, pages 210-211 
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21 Old Dutch Brewing Company, Detroit : 1962-1972 

Actually, Associated Brewing Company "Doing Business As" Old Dutch Brewing Company. Associated was 

an attempt by Pfeiffer to become a regional brewer, acquiring a handful of brand names (E&B, Drewrys, 

Sterling, and Piels). Unsure of the reason for DBA as "Old Dutch" and just the single beer can produced. 

   

1967 
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21.1 Old Dutch “The Good Beer” – September 04, 1970 
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22 Pfeiffer Brewing Company, Detroit : 1934-1972 

In 1962 Pfeiffer changed corporate title to "Associated Brewing Company", acquired the E&B brewery on 

November 15, 1962 and acquired Sterling Brewers and Drewrys in 1964 and 1965 respectively. All items 

carrying the Pfeiffer mandatory after 1962 are really Associated DBA Pfeiffer. 

The Pfeiffer olive drab camouflage was the first Johnny Pfeiffer variation, and MANY variations followed. 

Some great scenic cans, as well as interesting “Happy Mugs”, woodgrain, gold cans and boring white tear 

drop. Even an “Extra Special” to boot, providing numerous brands and varieties for a Michigan collector. 

From many accounts, Pfeiffer was the best-selling brand of beer in Michigan during the 1950’s. A brewery 

workers strike in 1958 began to derail their success, attempting to compete as Associated, and the Detroit plant 

closed in 1966, moving to Indiana. The Pfeiffer brand name was purchased by Heilman Brewing Company in 

1972, which was eventually purchased by Stroh Brewing Company in 1996. 
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22.1 Pfeiffer North Star - December 28, 1960 

 

22.2 Pfeiffer North Star – January 20, 1963 

 
 

175



22.3 Pfeiffer celebrates July 4th – July 4, 1943 

 

Like all United States brewers, Pfeiffer ceased filling beer cans during US involvement with WWII and didn’t 

return cans to civilian availability until 1947. Lots of bottle advertisements, with Pfeiffer’s first “Johnny 

Pfeiffer” can being the OD camouflage during the war. 
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22.4 Pfeiffer back in cans – August 21, 1947 
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22.5 Pfeiffer 4-ways to enjoy – August 28, 1947 
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22.6 Pfeiffer – Beer at its Best – September 02, 1947 
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22.7 Pfeiffer’s Famous Beer – May 11, 1954 
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22.8 Pfeiffer acquires Jacob Schmidt – May 17, 1955 
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22.9 Pfeiffer Premium Beer – May 28, 1958 
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22.10 Pfeiffer Scene cans – November 17, 1961 

 

Finally found an ad showing the Pfeiffer scene cans! Such beautiful cans, and appears the cardboard six pack 

holder had similar design/colors, I would have expected to find numerous examples. Yes, 100’s of examples 

of the SAME ad ran well into late 1964, all exactly the SAME, Geese cans and Sailboats cardboard holder.  
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22.11 Pfeiffer Happy Mug – September 14, 1962 

 

The Pfeiffer “Happy Mug” can 

as well as its cardboard carrier!  

From the cans peeking out 

these are the flat top variations, 

to be replaced soon after, likely 

1963, with zips. 
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22.12 Pfeiffer Extra Special – October 12, 1962 

 

Unfortunately, not the beer can but this 

is the same “plain” can design. Can 

used the “It’s Powerful Good” slogan. 
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22.13 Pfeiffer Party Keg – September 03, 1965 

 

Not many gallon ads out there, lucky to have found this one! Unfortunately, the can was filled by Associated, 

Evansville, IN. The only Michigan gallon is the National “Draft”, unable to locate any advertisements. Note 

the fine print however, Pfeiffer Brewing Co, Detroit, Michigan! 
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22.14 Pfeiffer retro label – 2024 

 

While the Michigan Beer Cans project is not currently cataloguing any retro beer can releases, and the above 

isn’t even made in Michigan (California I believe), how cool to see Mr Johnny Pfeiffer introduced again to the 

beer drinking world! And sweet cardboard packaging to boot! 
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23 Phoenix Brewing Company, Bay City : 1933-1951 

Just one brand was produced, the very desirable Phoenix cone top, many good condition from a stack of 10 

cans believed to been found soldered top/bottom rims to form a pyramid in the brewery’s hospitality room.  

Regardless of other published info, per Chris Taylor and Dave Wheaton, the Phoenix has to be 1941 because 

it's a bulb top with a toothed seam.  By late 1941, the can would have been standard high profile. By mid-1941, 

Continental was already in regular high-profile cones as is evident with the Schmidts, E&B, Honer’s and Haas 

standard HP cones. And of course, early 1942-1947, no beer cans for civilian purchase. 
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24 Regal Brewing Company, Detroit : 1935-1938 

The Detroit Regal can is even rarer than the Phoenix! The small blurb below appeared September 1936 in “The 

American Brewer”. Regal announcement they would be filling Regal in National’s “Double lined” cans, but 

no such example was known to exist. 

 

        
 

That changed in 1977 when Mark Bently dumped three examples, and a nice condition found in New Jersey 

landfill 1980 (believed to be a salesman sample, is air-sealed, but does NOT have a “Display Empty” on the 

top or bottom lids). That’s all, just four known examples in many decades, and tons of both upper and lower 

Michigan Rusty Bunch dumping. 

24.1 Regal Brewing vindicated – December 31, 1935 
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24.2 Regal Special Lager Beer Now – December 12, 1935 

 

So little found regarding Regal Brewing, but this gives a nice overview of Detroit plant 

190



24.3 Regal Special Lager Beer – December 02, 1935 
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24.4 Sold to Ekhardt Becker Brewing – February 22, 1937 

 

 

Wonder what breweriana might have been found when E&B took over the building??? 
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25 Schmidt Brewing Company, Detroit : 1933-1951 

Schmidt was among the brewers that were able to survive Prohibition (formerly Schmidt Products), and begin 

brewing again with strong sales soon after repeal. However, facing increasing competition after WWII, they 

were forced to stop brewing in 1951, with brand name being acquired by E&B Brewing. 
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25.1 Schmidt’s Beer Now Available In Sealed Cans – June 13, 1941 
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Additional ads from Chris. The left dated 

June 13, 1941, the right June 18, 1941. 

Note both cans are artist renditions since 

neither have the “Natural Brew” or “No 

Sugar – No Glucose Added”.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Both can variations must have been run 

concurrently since both have patent info, 

including matching color fonts. Likely 

just marketed to different regions/states. 

 

 

 

195



25.2 Schmidts return post WWII – April 21, 1947 

 

 

WWII ended fall of 1945, but brewers 

didn’t return to producing beer cans for 

civilians until 1947. 

 

This bottle ad has the logo used from 

the early 1940’s, though no “Natural 

Brew” or “No Sugar No Glucose” logo 

visible. Obviously, cans were not 

found with this label during the war, 

and pretty sure this logo did not 

reappear on cans post war. 

 

Note the neck label has “The Natural 

Brew” 
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25.3 Schmidt’s America’s Finest bottle – September 09, 1947 

 

This appears to foreshadow the change from pre-war label to post war design 
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25.4 Schmidt’s – 75 Year Old Brewery – May 26, 1948 
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25.5 Schmidt’s America’s Finest – April 26, 1948 

 

Dates the new cone top production as early as 1948, Multiple ads with this same design but different 

advertisement layouts available through 1948-1950 
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25.6 Schmidt’s Beer – No Sugar, No Glucose – November 11, 1949 

 

Similar to the previous page, but has the “No Sugar – No Glucose Added” prominently stated. Note the neck 

label on the bottle still has “The Natural Brew”, which seems to confirm both variations popular with Schmidt’s 

and the can designs ran concurrently. 
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25.7 The end of Schmidt Brewing – October 08, 1952 

 

 

Schmidt formally dissolved in 1952, and as this article states the 

brewery ceased operations on November 7, 1951. 

 

Also confirms that E&B Brewing purchased the land/name, and 

continued filling the Schmidt beer can design at least for a few 

years after the transfer. 

 

The can photographed below left is the last gasp of the Schmidt 

Brewing Company. The below right is similar design carried on 

by E&B after acquiring the brewery/brand. Note the taller/larger 

emphasis on the brand, not as much silver filler. 

 

          

          Left :  Schmidt Brewing Company 

          Right :  E&B Brewing Company 
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26 Sebewaing Brewing Company, Sebewaing : 1880-1966 

Some good information on the internet. Sebewaing was prosperous in the late 1940’s, 1950’s and very early 

1960’s with million-dollar years around 1960. On January 1, 1962, President A.E. Mast retired, sold his stock 

to an outside interest, which led to a group of outsider Detroit men gaining control via a proxy battle. These 

outsiders may have been good business people in other trades but were not experienced in running a brewery.  

Interesting blurb from the Sebewaing Blade on June 30, 1996, quote: 

 

The last day of the Sebewaing Brewing Company was June 4, 1966. Story from relative of a former brewery 

worker (from whom I acquired my yellow can) just before shutting down, a number of unused beer cans were 

run through the canning equipment, air-sealed, with intent to be used as “fishing net floats! 
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26.1 Greetings From Sebewaing – December 12, 1955 

 

Nice ad, but couldn’t they include some beer can love? So many ads listed Sebewaing Brewing as part of the 

“Michigan Brewers Association” but nothing showing Sebewaing beer in cans or bottles. 
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26.2 Sebewaing Diamond Jubilee - 1954 
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27 Stroh Brewing Company, Detroit : 1933-1999 

The big boy of Michigan beer! In addition to its own brand, the company produced or purchased the rights to 

many other brands such as Goebel, Schaefer, Schlitz, Augsburger, Erlanger, Old Style, Lone Star, Old 

Milwaukee, Red River, Signature, as well as manufacturing Stroh’s Ice Cream. 

While once a major player attempting to compete as a national brewer, Stroh’s heavy debt to finance the Schlitz 

acquisition and unable to compete nationally with Anheuser-Busch, Miller and Coors, Peter Stroh agreed to 

sell the company’s operations to Coors, but the deal ultimately fell through. 

Numerous attempts to solve their cash flow problems, including real estate ventures, fruit flavoured drinks, 

overseas expansion and speciality beers. In 1995 William Henry assumed Peter Stroh’s CEO position to 

become the first non-Stroh family member to hold that position. In 1996 Stroh acquired the G Heileman 

Brewing Company for around $290 million. Stroh had to borrow heavily to expand, but eventually on February 

8, 1999, the 149-year-old brewer sold its brands to the Pabst Brewing Company and Miller Brewing Company. 

An entire book could be written on Stroh alone, and Peter Blum’s book (he himself a Stroh Historian) provides 

much interesting information. 
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Numerous Stroh ads are shown, more so than other breweries. Stroh was for some time Michigan’s largest 

brewer, and while they didn’t make any radical changes to their main brand design, they did create some nice 

advertisements and especially showing the top lids and cardboard packaging. 
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27.1 Stroh lithograph prints 

The following are included simply because I like them! I have two great kids, daughter Melissa and son James. 

These are pictured in Peter Bluhm’s book, real lithographs, and chatting with Ed Stroh are in the Stroh Archive. 

Ed made me two high quality digital prints of which I have framed in my can room. 

 

27.2 Stroh’s flats – July 22, 1950 
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27.3 Stroh early color ad – July 19, 1955 
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27.4 Stroh’s Fire Brewed – August 13, 1957 

 

 209



27.5 Stroh’s America’s Only Fire-Brewed – July 19, 1962 
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27.6 Stroh’s zip (color) – August 10, 1963 
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27.7 Stroh’s zip – August 10, 1963 
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27.8 Stroh’s improved zip – December 10, 1963 

 

Bottom text has the “Served Wherever Quality Counts” 
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27.9 Stroh zip tops – January 04, 1966 
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27.10 Stroh’s ring tabs - March 15, 1966 
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27.11 More Stroh’s ring tabs – May 16, 1967 
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27.12 Stroh’s mentions “ring-pull” in the text - Dec 1967 
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27.13 Stroh’s “protective plastic top” - August 1968 
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27.14 Stroh’s “the iceless icebox” – October 05, 1969 
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27.15 Pallets of Stroh tabs – November 03, 1970 

 

Note all the cans upside down. Helps confirm can companies lidded tab tops and brewer filled from the 

unlidded bottom, and final step applying the bottom lid. 
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27.16 Stroh’s “six shooters” pull tabs - May 11, 1971 
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27.17 Showing the “Fight Litter” campaign - April 17, 1969 
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27.18 More regarding “Fight Litter” campaign - April 24, 1969 
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27.19 Stroh “Pitch In” and “Fight Litter” – June 16, 1972 

 

Start of “Fight Litter” appears 1969, the newer “Pitch In” later around 1972, and ran concurrently, possibly in 

response to Michigan government discussing a 10c bottle/can deposit to help stop roadside pollution. Note this 

can has the newer “Americas Only Fire Brewed Beer” replacing the “Served Wherever Quality Counts” 

Discussions on some form of deposit to help combat litter started between government and brewers as early 

as 1971, but didn’t get signed into law until November 02, 1976, and not enforced until December 03, 1978. 

 

224



27.20 Stroh ends 149 years of brewing – February 9, 1999 

 

End of a Michigan brewery icon!!!      
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28 Tivoli Brewing Company, Detroit : 1933-1948 

The Tivoli brewery was rebranded Altes in 1948, likely due to the popularity of its Altes Lager brand. While 

Altes itself was acquired by National in 1954, the Altes brand name continued with National, then Carling, 

and finally with G Heileman. There were only Altes crowntainers produced by Tivoli, multiple variations, 

including TWO variations of the rare propeller “Victory” beer can. 

 

With WWII dates 1939-1945, the Victory 

can must have been produced in between 

those years.  

 

There is a rare Altes “Withdrawn Free” with 

assumption that was produced for 

distribution to nearby Canada. 

                       Atles (Tivoli) - December 29, 1941 
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28.1 Altes crowntainer (still Tivoli) March 27, 1948 
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29 Valley Brewing Company, Flint : 1949-1952 

Operated just three short years and only brand Heidelburg, both IRTP and tough to find non-IRTP. This does 

verify brewed at least before and after the IRTP requirement was dropped March, 1950 (which also dropped 

the “Withdrawn Free” requirement). 
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29.1 Have A Heidelburg – July 01, 1949 

 

Only ad found for Valley Brewing, Flint 
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30 Associated Brewing Company – 1962-1966 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mixed grouping of articles about Associated Brewing Company. This is somewhat muddled since cans such 

as Drewry, Pfeiffer, E&B and Old Dutch never carried the Associated mandatory, but these were all Associated 

DBA.  

Per Peter Blum’s “Brewed In Detroit”, Pfeiffer had a long strike in 1958 plus large debt from purchasing the 

Schmidt Brewery in St Paul in 1954. With the Pfeiffer brand under pressure, management decided to become 

a regional brewer under the name “Associated Brewing Company”. It acquired the E&B brands, Drewrys in 

South Bend and Chicago, Sterling in Evansville, and Piel in New York. While Associated’s headquarters were 

in Detroit and the operation profitable, the large brewery was closed in 1966. The brands were sold to other 

brewers six years later. 

230



30.1 A few ads with Associated Brewing Co 

     

              January 14, 1965    January 21, 1965 

            

          April 01, 1965          May 06, 1965 

Strange the cans while filled by Associated Brewing Co continued to retain their original brewery mandatories. 

Would have though the government/IRS would not have allowed such mis-match. 
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31 Acknowledgements 

Of course, thank you to co-author Chris Taylor, and Michigan specialists Chuck Starrett and Dave 

Wheaton, who put up with my numerous emails, numerous text messages, review and review and review, 

meeting at Chris Taylor place in Ann Arbor and two Zoom meetings. A good collaborative project!!! 

Thank you to Keith Kerschner for helping with www.newspapers.com, and Randy also purchased a one 

month to www.newspaperarchive.com. Be warned, these are deep, deep rabbit holes, easy to become addicted, 

and all hours of the morning “just one more search”. Also, you must resist putting fist through keyboard when 

search keywords work one day, same exact the next finds nothing!!! 

Also, thanks to the Good Guys (Tom and Dan) for helping get in contact with a few other collectors with 

Michigan cans, and especially Dr Kevin Foley for great December 31, 2024 visit to allow Randy to photograph 

some long-desired Michigan beer can variations. 

31.1 Chuck Starrett photos/info – December 2024 

Chuck likely has the best current Michigan beer can collection, both quantity 

and quality, collecting Michigan for at least four decades. While he no longer 

attempts to collect every possible minor variation, he has switched focus to 

quality, and anyone who has seen his Facebook posts knows the mint/shine 

often requires sun glasses! 

Chuck owns a home inspection company and has been taking digital pictures 

a long time. As part of the 2024 MBC project update, he has graciously 

photographed some missing pictures and provided A++ upgrade images for 

others. Maybe more important than a good digital camera is control of 

lighting, both neutral background photo box and light source to provide true 

color pictures. Chuck uses a 5000K LED light and backdrop/shield such that 

minimal “light bounce” and “reflection”. Here are some pics of his setup. 

   

Chuck regularly posts Michigan photos and answers questions on the RB and BCCA Facebook pages. 
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31.2 Dave Wheaton, Ann Arbor - December 07, 2024 

On that date, the two best Michigan beer can detail specialists, Dave Wheaton and Chris Taylor, met up with 

Randy Karasek in Ann Arbor. In Dave Van Hine style, Randy left his house 7am, roads clear of snow, pretty 

chilly 21 F, and gas prices were $2.69. We met at Chris’ place and had three great hours going over Chris’ 

Michigan variations that might need to be photographed for MBC update as well as reviewing nearly every 

beer can date noted in this Michigan Breweries document. 

Dave and Chris have been Rusty Bunchers for decades, and have extensive dumping experience of what items, 

what time frame. In addition, these two can speak in a language of canning codes, MPC symbols, seam style 

(toothed to left or the right), which generation zip lids, pressure beads, bulb top, mandatory style, etc. Really 

uncanny to see Dave (beer can Rain Man an honest compliment) hold a can, and based on a number of 

indicators able to reliably state “must be around year 19xx” purely from memory!!! 

   

 

Randy brought a USB drive with couple months of work on 

MBC updates for end of 2024, finishing touches on two new 

published books, including this new document to help confirm 

production dates. For three hours, which seemed to pass like 

minutes, we reviewed much content in person. While 

Email/Teams/Zoom is ok, face-to-face visits much more fun. 

Major thank you Dave Wheaton, Chris Taylor and Chuck 

Starrett. Based on your experience and multiple reviews, 

collectors should have high confidence in the documented 

Michigan beer can dates. 

And bonus highlight was watching UM vs Iowa basketball, 2pm tip at Crisler arena, with the Wolverines 

winning a nail biter 85-83. Being back in Ann Arbor itself, priceless!!! So much so that Randy went back again 

December 22 with his father to watch more basketball. 
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31.3 Some former Randy Michigan collection pictures 

What kick started the MBC project in the early 2000’s! While my Michigan collection was not complete, it 

definitely had some super tough cans and many variations. However, long ago, fall of 2007, it made its way to 

other collectors. Some good memories, good shows and most importantly great friends! 

  

 

More pics/info: https://www.mbcinfo.com/Randy 
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Special Friends / In Memory 

Thank you for reading, hope some useful information. Please see website https://www.mbcinfo.com/MBC 

for many more details or updated content. Simply way too much to practically publish in either this or the 

Michigan Beer Cans reference in hard cover book form. Digital however, disk space is essentially unlimited… 

 

 

RIP (Rust In Peace) our friends: 

     

                         John McGuire                     Dave Launt                           Neil Kanetzke 
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Can’t end with a blank page…       

 

   

Randy Karasek (RB #636) 

Chris Taylor (RB #417) 

 

Winter 2024-2025      Last updated: January 4, 2025 
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